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Statute of the Accreditation Centre of the Association of Slovak Scientific and Technological Societies

1. Organization of AC ZSVTS

1.1. Accreditation Centre of the Association of Slovak Scientific and Technological Societies (AC ZSVTS) is an organizational unit within the Association of Slovak Scientific and Technological Societies (ZSVTS). The legal and financial responsibilities for activities of AC ZSVTS stay with ZSVTS as the legal entity. AC ZSVTS is an organization of not-for-profit nature.
1.2. The address of AC ZSVTS is Koceľova 15, Bratislava, Slovakia
1.3. AC ZSVTS was established on 5th September, 2014 by decision of the ZSVTS Board of Members as the highest authority in ZSVTS.

2. Mission and activities
2.1. The mission of AC ZSVTS is to
- apply and further develop standards of quality of higher professional education in study programs in technical disciplines

- assure quality in technical education

- apply European quality standards to higher professional education

- develop training and educational activities aimed at European standards of higher professional education

- guarantee the membership of ZSVTS in the association ENAEE

- set forward procedures and criteria for evaluation of study programs in technical disciplines at the Slovak higher education institutions. The procedures and criteria shall be in accordance with the European Qualification Framework
- sign agreements with other national accreditation institutions aimed at cooperation and mutual recognition of procedures and criteria.

2.2. The mission of AC ZSVTS is implemented by the following activities:
- carrying out accreditations of study programs at higher education institutions according to the criteria and procedures which are in compliance with the EUR-ACE standards

- issuing certificates acknowledging that the EUR-ACE accreditation requirements have been met

- maintaining the database of accredited study programs

- organizing seminars and courses dealing with the accreditations and European standards
- participating in the ENAEE meetings

3. Organizational structure of AC ZSVTS
3.1. The highest decision-making body of AC ZSVTS is AC ZSVTS Council which is made up of representatives from

- technical high schools and universities 

- state authorities with responsibilities for the content and quality of the higher education

- non-governmental institutions, civic societies and associations active in the field of science and technology

- private business sector

3.2. The AC ZSVTS has the following duties and rights:
a) to approve the accreditation criteria, standards and procedures prepared by the Methodological Commission and applied in the Accreditation Centre
b) to approve the composition of the Methodological Commission

c) to approve proposals of the Methodological Commission to award EUR-ACE labels

d) to approve the budget and economic results  of AC ZSVTS
e) to assure that the accreditation results are internationally recognized

f) to assign accreditation audit teams meeting the prescribed qualification requirements for carrying out accreditation on higher education institutions

g) to decide on accreditation results based on the reports of the accreditation audit teams

3.3. The AC ZSVTS is chaired by the AC ZSVTS Chairman. This function is personally associated with the position of the President of ZSVTS. The AC ZSVTS Chairman has the following duties and rights:
a) to convoke the meetings of AC ZSVTS Council

b) to represent AC ZSVTS in contractual matters

c) to give reports to ZSVTS Board of Members, at least once a year, about activiteis and plans of AC ZSVTS 
3.4. The top executive position is AC ZSVTS Secretary General. This function is personally associated with the Director of ZSVTS, The responsibilities of AC ZSVTS Secretary General together with the AC ZSVTS Secretariat are:
a) financial management of AC ZSVTS

b) maintaining the documentation and the databases of accredited study programs

c) managing the administrative agenda

d) maintaining the database of the experts and consultants

e) making preparations for the accreditation audits

f) preparing the contracts with the accreditation team members

g) giving reports about his activities to the AC ZSVTS Council
3.5. Methodological Commission is an advisory body of AC ZSVTS. The commission members are appointed by the AC ZSVTS Chairman based on the proposals approved by the AC ZSVTS Council. The responsibilities of the commission are:
a) to prepare and update the methodological documents (criteria, standards, manuals, procedures, etc.) used in the EUR-ACE accreditations

b) to prepare and carry out training and education of the accreditation teams

c) to prepare the documentation for meta-accreditation in relation to ENAEE

3.6. Advisory function is fulfilled also by the accreditation audit teams, which are appointed by the Chairman of the Methodological Commission. The activities of the accreditation audit teams are managed by the team leaders. The responsibilities of the accreditation audit teams are
- to carry out the accreditations of the study program as requested by the AC ZSVTS Chairman according to valid criteria, standards and procedures

- to review the self-assessment reports of the study programs to be accredited

- to evaluate study programs during the accreditation audits

- to interview the academic staff, students, graduates, employers and representatives of industry during the accreditation audit

- to prepare the report from the accreditation audit containing the evaluation of the study program based on the accepted criteria and procedures as well as the recommendation regarding awarding the EUR-ACE certificate
3.7. The Commission for Complaints and Appeals is another advisory body to AC ZSVTS Council. The commission members are appointed by the AC ZSVTS Chairman based on the proposals approved by the AC ZSVTS Council. The responsibilities of the commission are

- to review any submitted critical remarks to activities of  AC ZSVTS, above all the complaints and appeals against decisions regarding the accreditation results

- to meet and to negotiate with the representatives of the organizations, which submitted complaints or appeals

- to invite consultants and experts to negotiations related to complaints or appeals

- to prepare recommendation for the AC ZSVTS Council regarding the decision about the complaint or appeal

4. Finances of AC ZSVTS

4.1. AC ZSVTS is a separate cost centre within ZSVTS with its yearly budget being a part of the ZSVTS budget.
4.2. The expenditures of AC ZSVTS include

- membership fees to ENAEE

- remuneration to AC ZSVTS functionaries and accreditation audit teams

- costs of services and purchase of materials

- traveling expenses of the AC ZSVTS representatives and members of the accreditation audit teams

4.3. Revenues of AC ZSVTS include

- payments from higher education institutions covering the costs of accreditations

- donations and sponsor contributions

- incomes form educational activities

4.4. Financial management of AC ZSVTS is in compliance with the Principles and Rules of ZSVTS Financial Management

4.5. The AC ZSVTS accounting is a part of the ZSVTS accounting system being an official accounting unit

5. Final Provisions
5.1. This Statute of AC ZSVTS was adopted and came into effect on the day of approval by the ZSVTS Board of Members, which was 5th September, 2014.
In Bratislava.....................







..................................................................








AC ZSVTS Chairman
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